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As indicated in prior reports, the Democratic Tarty H'*Mnr*i’l Convention 
(IHC) iff rcheduled to open In Chicago, 26 Augurk l?68, amidst. nr» i»imorp ,, eTe 
or grant uncertainty end apprehension. In addition to the normal hir.h ex¬ 
citement and tension generated by a major party national political conv n n- 
tion In a year in which, followlnr the decision of the incumbent Prerident 
oT the United States not to seek rec.lection, there is the near frantic 
activity in behalf of e number of opposing candidates and croups with 
widely differing platform policy viewpoints, there is added the probable 
difficulties engendered by a threatened strike of both bus and t»xi 
drivers and a continued strike amInst the Illinois Bell Telephone Co. 
which could result in a near communications blackout and has resulted in 
dally pahotng" nf communication lines through the sev'*mnc*> of telephone 
caMes. To all that, must be added the increasingly strong prrrlbi] 1 *-y of 
denr^renp disord n r a‘-d hamscm“nt arising from the vast emtui" 4 - pr pro* r t 
a^d propagandizing activity apparently intended by assorted groups with 
racial, peace, hippie, student, anti-administration, leftist, and rightist 
nv-rtones. 


Tn consequence of all this, extraordinary security meernres beyond 
arythinr ever before devised for a political convention have already b"en 
plmMed^nr** being implemented. It is hoped that it will be possible *n 
prevent disorder and violence in Mir galleries and on the prevention ‘nil 
floor as well as outside In the proximity of the haJ.1 and also in the 
general environs of the city itself. 


Chicago Police Department (CPI?) officials 
amphitheatre vitt\ agents of the Secret Service 
preceutLons. 


are mpetjnr dally a*, the 
and the FBI- on recur! ty 


A CPU spokesman said that everyone going to the amphithea* re would 
be subjected to police checks for credentials at both an filter and inner 
perimeter in the vicinity of the convention hell. Hie size of the arena 
reportedly precludes any effort to admit the public to gallery seats. Only 
pcVnocs with credentials issued by the Democratic National Committee will 
he allowed to enter. 


f-omn 1*500 policemen, many of them detect Ivon In plain el**tlv> r , will 
girtrd the nren. Commend for’-r will be ontnMirhed Inride am) nitride th" 
ai'f-u. r;<’ et’i.irc 11,*100.iron CTT5 will he on twelve-hour shifts, fli* ‘tinnl, 
Cunrd l-rnopn. will he. pn ekeud-hy duly fn Chicago nrenorien » vtv ’’• r 1 ’ 1 of 
tlv convention ve»k. About P(X) will be on regularly nchedulM drills 

■* n 

each night. Plans provide for these troops to stop drilling near Ihe's^nn 
and move into the streets if there arfe severe racial or anti-war disorders. 
Extended use will be made of all personnel of the Cook County Sheriffs 
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orrir-:, I'* Id r.t.fnr Min*. enrUiin uniLn oT Hie Ri*ruVtr Army will !*<» rn 

ruw? rterree of alert* 

■ 

j 

Police helicopters will fly constant surveillance over the five-mile 
route from downtown hotels to the meetinaJiell. 'Part of a parkinc lot at 
'he amphitheatre will serve as a helicopter lending pad. Folicemen with 
long-ran(je weapons will he stationed on rooftops in the amphitheatre area. 

a 

Livestock shipper 5 an4 traders who work at the stoekyhrds will he 
s'lbjected -fco the asm** scrutiny n& convention-goers. Even manhole rov#*n= 
ere 'o he sealed. The surveillance will extend to the city’s three air¬ 
ports and hue and railroad terminals so that authorities can be alerted 
to the arrival of possible troublemakers. Einht thousand more canisters 
of ♦'lie disabling chemieel MACE are to be delivered to the CFD this week- 
A 2,135-foot lon/j chain-link fence topped by barbed wire has been erected 
ot' the west aide of the amphitheatre. A vast 8 Mock-wide area nf stock¬ 
yards, now mostly empty f stretches to the west from the fence, providing 
n .bnf r er ytone. Other security measures, similar to the plan need at Hie 
W3C will be in effect. 

OPD officials are making plans to house 1500 prisoners In the yard 
of the Crok County Jell iri the event or toss arrests durtnrt the TOC. 
Jurriclent tents and outdoor toilet facilities hove been armored for. 
Approximately 1500 additional prisoners could be squeezed in*o the 
cotm*y Jail end the cjty's hruse of correction by over-crowdlur then. 

In addition it has been contemplated that dre^sinr roorwi n 1 . FnHIera 
Field mirth t be used as makeshift Jail facilities. The undersherIff of 
Crok Co»u'ty stated !.hat ? ‘"If we heliev* l/5 of the rumors we are heerii:r f 
we ere in for a lot of trouble- fi 


¥ 
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Anti-war, anti-administration groups planning n props', iwrc! 1 past 
the amphitheatre charpe that the show of force is designed to intimidat-a 
dissenters. 

t 

On X? August Senator McCarthy told his supporters in/itos Anr-les 
speech '-hat he did not desire them to conduct demonsfrations at '.he 
WC in Chicago for fear of "unintended violence or disorder." Any 
rellien in his behalf should be held in the hometowns of the demonstra¬ 
tors. he said. "The presence of largo numbers of visitors amidst * 
summer tensions of CliIosco may well add to the possibility o'* intended 
violence or disorder," Senator McCarthy stated. McCarthy's campaign 
office seconded the Senator's plea. An assistant said, "The police and 
p«or» , l. .Service ore very tense. Jn an atmosphere 11 he thin it 1r very 
J it'tjy Mint there will be some disorder. Me don't went any of the 
renotor'a backers to be hurt nr qrrentod In Chicago." 

m 

* 

opponents tit the Vietnam War predict 30,000 to J|0,000 protestors 
■ <*' may .come to Chicago during the convention and various groups of hippier, 

yippics,- students, and block militants could avail the influx of dissidents 
to 100,000 according to some estimates. Chicago already has a. 4 rnn eider able 
hard core of hoodlums, lawless, and other potential'troublemakers. 

decree "Matusl" Lord - former "War Vtrd” of the Blacks' one* Banners, 

. a large organized street corn of colored youth in CM car, o. advised in 
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|'»r*f>T*inr*.G cor»d*ir*< nH V»y ’.hfj tjni HOIII CniOIIll^^ f 'r 0*1 frCVCrrt- 

mrut*; Op^rationn. Uvih i 1 - w*if? nriflorstenr] in hh«* rhoMnn Mm* vnrlnns rroups 

won* roinp Ko concentrate around Mie*convention urea and that I* would 
n teke but one spark to start a big thing out there" - tliat there ere a couple 
of ruys in the Wationalist organizations yho are very willing to go to Jail 
Just te start that and that there are people who are Just vniMne for an 
excMse to start something, lie further testified that the youth gangs ore 
well armed and even have some grenades. 


SCLC leaders, after expressing strong dissatisfaction with the HNC 
choice of Nixon/Agnew, are turning their attention toward the IWC hoping 
to Influence the delegates to nominate a man willing to ficht te translate 
the roe Is of "Resurrection City" into positive action. In Chicago, the 
Foor People’s campaigners will find it easy to turn out thousands vhereas 
in Miami* Beach vhere there are fev negroes it vas necessary to import 
campaigners. It is probabl e tha t Rev. Abernathy and other SCLC leaders 
vill be less reluctant to indulge in demonstrations stimulatirr mass 

■m • 

. arrests 83 to have done so in Miami might have put them in Jail and 
forced them to miss the TOC. Abernathy has stated that they intend 
"to be heard" but "without being disruptive." Some SCLC leaders, nc*ahly 
Rosea Williams, reportedly desire more aggre03ive action than that taken 
at * he FHC. He told a meeting of the National Coalition for an Open 
Convention on 11 August that positive demonstrations are - necessary but 
they must be nonviolent. He said he wouldn't mind a blood bath "but '.hot 
a violent demonstration would give l&CSiWKa’a free pass to the White 
House." 'Although SCLC is not expected to endorse anyone, Williams said 
he would be working o-» his own for McCarthy. 

^gi&JSatlnpal Mnbilisai ion Cotranitte_£o End _U\e War .in .Vietnam (lIMrFWV).* 
In sponsoring demons * rations throughout tec EMC period. A*- a committee 
meeting held 11 August in Chicapo, Bonnie Davis, tee committee’s Chicnro 
coordinator and a member of the Students for a Democratic Society (EDS), 
and chaired by Davis, he erred that housing be found for out-of-town 
demons* raters ^onilnp to Chicago. The committee Js to begin tmininn on 

?C Aucec.t of marshals for the demonstrations. He said the committee 

. 

needs doctors and electronics experts for the TOC. 

Tiie Washington, D. C.,/NCEWV reputedly i3 arranging for busses to . 
carry local demonstrators to the TOC and housing is to be arranged by the 
Chicago Feace Council, a group which has been active against the Vietnam 
War. Ho firm bussing piens have been made yet. Helen Gurewi!. z, a former 
CF member, on 5 August told the Washington MCEWV that the WnMonal Mobilize- 
Mon Committee did not wont racial trouble at the TOC so would not attempt 
dicr-rptlve tactics. At least one busload of demonsl.rntors from M. c. was 
arketi for by the National Committee. 

m 

• * 

1>ivirt PelJJnrer, HMCKWV lender, ha*s requested that all participants 
r»fort to. the liO or 50 movement centers to be designated in Chicago. 'Hi me 
major centers are planned for Lincoln, Grant, and Hyde Parks. It should 
be noted that various groups have expressed interest in utilizing-Chicago's 
parks although, to dote, apparently none haa received official Sanction 
from the authorities. Tentatively planned to date by NMCEWV are: 
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- & 1$68 - Small d<monatnUons at, induction ccntcrn, t'ed'iml buiUlm's, 

colleges and other targets to be selected. 

25 August I 968 - Demonstrations at hotels housing delegates with the intert 

of testing the finoness of the Chicago Police Department. 

. • 

V 

S6 Augna% 1968 - A rally at Grant Park. 

0 

21 August 1968 - A demonstration birthday party for President L. B. Johnson 

at Soldiers Field. There are rumors that the city of 
Chicago plans to use Soldiers Field for a birthday party 
for the President that day. 

28 August 1968 - A massive march through Chicago to the convention site 

where picket lines will be formed. Participants may 
engage in civil disobedience if they so desire . 

29 August 1P68 - Demonstrotions at the three major movement renters. After¬ 

noon demonstrations at induction centers, federal buildlnrs, 

, and at CFD headquarters* 

Reputedly the WMCEWV, which includes members of the CP, may initiate 
"crash-ins" utilising several thousand demonstrators who would be stationed 
at the corners of the convention building for the purpose of a direct 
confrontation with the CPD. 

m 

9 

The IfMCEWV hss now initiated first aid training for individuals who 

. * 

V<11 set as marshals* 

• * 

* 

The Resistance - e militant anti-draft group, will take part in ! *be 
planned 28 August massive demonstration. Some may enrage in civil dis¬ 
obedience designed to disrupt the convention. 

Hie 5th Avenue Vietnam Pence Parade - Committee plus a coalition of sonr 
100 anti-draft groups plan to demonstrate at the TflC. Presumably this is the 
same activity.that is being sponsored by the NMCEWV., 

The Radical Orrcanlzinir Committee (R OC). Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, 
pinna to participate In the IRC demonstrations. They have been in contact 
with tho NMCEWV. ROC members plan to be In Chicago IT August - 2P August to 
participate. Tills is the militant group that* broke away from the Student 
Mobilization Committee. It has issued and Is distributing a leaflet entitled, 
"Rock Chicago*" It call jo Tor demonstrations against the "warmongers" n» »he 
DWC. Tt calls for much the same schedule of demount rat Inns as those spon¬ 
sored by the NMCEWV anil ir. probably a Joint participation. 

• 

m 

The Veterans for Peace in Vietnam , Chicago, which was orranized by the 
CP In mat 11 nr. leaflets to various anM-wnr croups urrlnr. participation In the 
EWC demonstrations. The leaflet suggests that veterans who oppose the war 
take part in the Demonstrations by: marching into newspaper offices, tele¬ 
vision and radio stations, distributing leaflets, and marchinc on the plat¬ 
form committee hearings. It is inviting retired military personnel to testify 
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The Free Survival Committee - a hippie group - **npcs f e Vri nr 5^,000 
youths to the city for a pop-mu3ic festivnl and "unconvoiiMon* " They cay 
• hey will live In the perks but have not received permission for the camp- 
in. * 

The Brotherhood of Free Man (another militant "hippie" type of organi¬ 
zation) reputedly may demonstrate at the IWC. 

Some members of the Yount" Socialist Alliance . Washington, T>. c., 1 he 
yrnth group of the Socialist Workers Fart y (SWF^ have indicated that they 

want to participate in*the demonstration. 

. 

Yocfth International Party (Yip or Yippies), a conglomerate rroup of 
hippies and others of the same ilk, plans to hold disruptive action in a 
ve^k lor.r "Life Festival’ 1 in Chicago during the TOC. The Yippies irrlurle 
a»i extremely loosely organized group of sexual rrcedom advocator, folk 
sircars, protestors of all sorts, and various young nnti-cstaMishmeut 
eritgtors. Reportedly they plen to organize a self-defense rroup including 
members of the militant Black Fanther Farfy (BrP). Eldridre Cleaver of 
the BFP ha3 ssked Jerry Rubin, Ylppie leader, to run for vice president 
on the Peace and Freedom party ticket. Cleaver is a candidate for the 
Presidential nomination. The idea is to rive the "Life Festival" the 
flavor of a political convention. YIP intends to hold a mock election 
at Lincoln Fark. Reputedly it will nominate a pig Tor President of the 
United States of Araerica--then butcher it and eat it. YIP has nls" 
r—n» need a "love-in" for Lincoln Park whether or not t!»* city authorises 
sleeping 1 here for a week or not. YIP will Join the NMCLWV mass march 
planned for the 28th. 

The llew Left is hoping for some SO,000 demonstrators at the TOC. 

Current plans call for two circles of demonstrators around, the convention 
area to shut off jail entrances to the convention hall. 

The Hew York Student Rally Committee indicated that a coalition of 
McCarthy aupporters, peace, freedom and anti-administration forces in 
necking to rally 100,000 students to go to Chicago for the TOC. Chartered 
banners are scheduled to leave Rev York 25 August. Churches and sympathisers 
nr** bclnr asked to provide free sleeping accommodations. Bun tickets arc 
being sold at the Headquarters of the Radical* Organizing Committee and of th 

5th Avenue Vietnam reace Committee in New York. 

« 

The Coalition for an O pen Convent.Ion - ormniz^d hy Allard Tjowcurfcin - 
sta*ers it will afore a rally on *]'» August - Convention Fve - nt Cold I err 
Field. T n date Chicago officiaLa have-not granted them permission to use 
the 100,0O0 seat field. 

♦ - * 

The Engelwood*Ministerial Association - a group of Negro Protestant 
Ministers, has agreed to caH for demonstrators who will lie Irj the streets 
around the convention site in order to block all vehicular traffic. ~ A date 
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Rumor is eircul»Urw' on ''he campon of Clnvnlnwt E , .o , -»! University, 
ClovelanS, Ohio, to the afreet tjMt croups planning to disrupt the W r . ere 
obtaining counterfeit admission tickets to the convention. According to 
the rumor, demonstrators will he furnished with these tickets in order to 
load the visitors gallery Tor disruptive purposes. 


Ramparts Haretine has indicated it will publish a newspaper in 
Chicago during the INC and list the schedule of demonstrations. 


anorricialoTSIE at the University of 
Oregon, end his girl friend are reported planning to 
attend the IRC vhera^BflJ^vili he e page. He reportedly has suicidal 
tendencies , is i n nee? of psychiatric care, and Is capable or committing 
violence. JMfl iMfis a-former member of the CP- 


* The Dow Action Committee of Los Angeles , which was formed to protest 
manufacture of napalm, plans to send a small delegation to the Dow Chemical 
Company during the IHC. 


Donald Kallsh , University of California Philosophy Department heed 
and a leader tn the fesne Action Connell , has stated that he will leave 
Los Artec les for Chicago on 23 August to participate In demonstrations. 

* 

Members of two Begro Youth gangs - the "Jackson Executioners" and the 
"ro'*l Brothers" reputedly plan to shoot an individual (unidentified) at the 
UlC. The source ie on FBI Informant who has proved reliable iv the past. 
Reportedly they have also advised ghetto residents that they had better 
stock up on groceries as grocery stores will be burned out. 


The Cuba Croup (AKA* Committee of Fifteen, etc.) a Cuban exile 
organisation anti-Castro, plans to organize an automobile caravan from 
Miami and other cities to demonstrate at the IRC. 

4 

The District of Columbia's Democratic Rational Convention delegates 
plan to ruminate Rev. Channing E. Phillips for President as q fovorite¬ 
non candidate on the first ballot. Philip H. Stem, alternate Rational 
Ccmmj tteaman-elect, will deliver the nominating speech for Phillips', who 
1 c the Notional Committeeman-elect and delegation chairman. Tbe delegates, 
elected 7 May on a ticket pledged to Senator Robert F. Kennedy, are now 
•meummU ted beyond the first ballot. Phillips, a member of the D. C. *s 
ccrr i rovers ini Black United Front, la generally considered a moderate amonr. 
loml blnrk militants. 

■ 

. . I 

* 

Z 

The roreroin)* does not purport to be a rnmpleto J jnUiw* of i*roups* 
individuals end activities surfaced to date through various sources. Tt. 

4 *■ is more or less supplemental* to the 36-page report Issued at Chicago, 
Illinois, 15 July l°6fl by the FBI and captioned, "Demonstrations at the 
Rational Democratic Convention, August 1966." -* 
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